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SERMON 


1 Pr. ii. 17. 
| Fear God. | 


AN is diſtinguiſhed from the 
brute creation by a knowledge of 
God and a ſenſe of his perfections. The 
beaſts of the field are fed by him, but 
they are inſenſible of his bounty: they 
obſerve his laws with the ſtricteſt obe- 
dience, but they know not their law- 


giver. 


Man hath an higher privilege : his 
view extends to that inviſible power, 
which made and ſuſtains the world: he 
ſees the hand, which filleth all things 
living with plenteouſneſs; he knows the 
B author 
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author of thoſe laws by which he is to 
regulate his conduct; and looks for his 


reward from that judge, who 1s able to 
read all the ſecrets of his heart. 
_Brute creatures are ſub jected to the 


power of man; but man bimſolf being 
the ſubject of God, is bound to own his 


authority on every occaſion; to allow 


him that pre- eminence, to which he is 
intitled in all ſubjects; and never to 
proceed in any argument, as if God 


Then 


had no concern with the queſtion. , 


we live and act by this great rule of 
ſetting» the Lord always before ut, we are 


men, properly ſo called; becauſe: we are 


influenced by a kind of ear unknown to 
alk artational creatures, and are thereby 
exalted to out true and proper dignity 


as ſubjects and members of the "OP 
off God. 4 19 12 GO i N 

Fear Aiken Fe a | baſe * ſervile 
paſſions, and; ſuck indeed it: ts, when it ä 
hathi an unwotrthy object; but when God 
is the object of. it. it becomes honourable 
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to the mind, and is the very teſt of the 
human character. 


When fear is underſtood in more 


general ſenſe, and is qualified with pru- 


_ dence, it diſtinguiſhes men from brutes, 


and wiſe men from fools. The ignorant 


fear nothing becauſe they know nothing; 
and ſome men are offending others and ex- 
poſing themſelves all their lives, through 


an unthinking confidence, which never 
knows when to fear, nor what to be afraid 
of: inſomuch, that the want of fear ar- 


gues the want of wit in common life, as 
it undoubtedly argues the want of grace 
in religion. 


But above all other fear, the! fear of 


God is moſt neceſſary to man. The con- 


ſcience is bound neither by temporal re- 


wards nor temporal puniſhments; but he 


that fears God, who ſeeth in ſecret and 
will reward openly, is poſſeſſed of the only 


principle that can earry him ſafe through 
things temporal to things eternal, 


ES 
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To believe in God, and to fear him, 
ought to be the ſame thing with all rea- 
ſonable men: but experience teaches us, 
that many who would be aſhamed to 
deny God openly, do not live as if they 
feared him. I ſhall, therefore, endeavour 
to point out to you, ſome of thoſe conſi- 
derations, which muſt lead us to the fear 
of God, and confirm us in it. The firſt 
of theſe is the conſideration of his power, 
as it is manifeſted to us in the natural 
world. It is impoſſible for the mind to 
conſider the lights of heaven, the changes 
of the ſeaſons, the operations of the ele- 
ments, the frame and conſtitution of the 
human body, without being filled and 
amazed with a perception of the Crea- 
tor's power: and when the mind per- 
ceives the greatneſs of God, it will at 
the ſame time feel the littleneſs and 
weakneſs of its own faculties ; ; and thus 
it will be led to the beginnings of devo- 
tion. They ſhall fear thee, ſaith the Plal- 
miſt, as long as the fun and moon en- 


ture: "Ep 


(CJ 3) 


dure * : by which it is meant, that 


_ theſe glorious lamioaries mult be blotted 
out of heaven, before we can loſe fight 


of that natural inference, that the Maker 
of them is the great object of our fear 
and reverence. 

What force of language can impreſs 
the mind with ſuch an awe, as a fight 
of that majeſtic preparation in the ſky, 
which precedes a ſtorm of thunder: 


when the clouds, as if they were ſum- 
moned by a divine command, are ga- 


thered together from all quarters of the 
heaven; when the air is dark above, the 
earth Rill and ſilent beneath, as if it 


were attending to the voice that is to fol- 


low, and fearful of that fire, which is a 
pattern and forerunner of the laſt judg- 


ment? Well might it be confeſſed by 
Elihu in the book of Fob — af this 
_ my heart trembleth, and is moved out 


of ifs place T. No man has any rea- 


| fon to value himſelf upon his courage, 5 


'3 
1. 
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if he can behold with indifference a ſcene 
which is intended to inſpire us all with 
the fear of God, thus armed with the in- 
ſtruments of vengeance : ſuch courage is 


no honour to any body; indeed it is not 


courage but ſtupidity. In different minds 
the effect will be different. In ſome it 
will awaken the terrors of guilt, and tor- 
ment them before the time: but good 
men will be led by it to a ſubmiſſive ve- 
neration, which brings them nearer to God 
and makes them better acquainted with 
themſelves : and God forbid that our philo- 
ſophy ſhould ever cure us of our infirmity. 


Other conſiderations ſuggeſting the 


fear of God will ariſe to us from his 
judgments againſt ſin, and the works of 
his providence in the great changes and 
revolutions of the world. 


The deſtruction of the whole world by 


the waters of a flood, is a fact atteſted to 
this day by the natural ſtate of the earth, 


and the inconteftible monuments of that 


cataſtrophe, diſcoverable in all parts of the 


globe, 


* 


globe, vrhich have frequentiy engaged 
the attention of curious people. The 
whole natural face of the earth, divided 
into deep furrows and ragged precipices, 
ſhews it to be a ruin: and if the former 


that dwelt in it, the author of that de- 


ſtruction muſt needs be an object of fear 


to all ſueceeding generations, Whoſe cor- 
ruptions and offences will again draw 
down the vengeance of heaven in a more 


dreadful ſhape ; when he that deſtroyed 


the world by the waters of à flood, ſhall 


de revealed in flaming fire. Then ſhall 


thoſe fearful words of the Pfalmiſt be 


aceompliſhed, ler God ariſe, and let i 
enemies be ſcattered; let them al that 


kate him flee before kin, Like as the ſmoke 


waniſheth, fo ſhalt tom drive them away 3 
and like as war melteth at the fire, ſo ſhall 


rhe ungodly periſh at. the preſence 'of God u. 


The deſtruction of Sodom was ſet 
forth for an example to men of God's 


* Pfal, Ixviii. 1, Kea. 1 


world was deſtroyed for the ſin of thoſe 


Wrath 
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trous nations, 
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wrath againſt fin, and 2 figure of that 


laſt judgment which ſhall overtake the 
world. What Sodom once was, ſuch 
is the world now; a place profeſſing 
the enjoyment of life, but given up to 
falſe. pleaſures and unnatural appetites. 
What Sodom now is, ſuch ſhall the 


world be, when he that rained from 
heaven upon Sodom, ſhall as certainly 
ſcatter the fire of his wrath upon all the 
Rare of the earth. _- 


Mee are to inſtruct re in the thr 


of: God, by conſidering other like in- 
i ſtances of his providence, particularly the 
wonders wrought upon Egypt, and at the 
Red Sea, and in the land of Canaan; 


the overthrow of the hard- hearted Pha- 
rack, and the extirpation of thoſe idola- 
whole. inheritance was 
taken, away for their abominations and 
iniquities. The mighty monarchy of 
Babylon, the firſt and greateſt empire of 
the world, was made inſtrumental in 


bringing to paſs, the purpoſes of God 


5 .8 againſt 


3 

againſt the Jews, and detaining them in 
captivity for their repeated acts of apoſ- 
tacy: but when the people of God were 


to be replaced in their own land, the 
power of this great kingdom departed 


from it in one night, and was transferred 
to Cyrus the Perſian, by whoſe com- 


mand the temple at Jeruſalem was re- 


built, and the Jewiſh economy reſtored. 


While the viſionary hand was recording 
upon xhe wall the judgment of God 


_ againſt the 1 impious and profane Belſhaz= 


Zar, his countenance changed, and his 


knees ſmote togther with fear : and the 
| biſtory of this affair, as it ſtands in the 


| prophet Daniel, is ſo terrible, that it may 
well have the like effect wad us, who 


read it at this day. 


When the 2 of Jeſus Chriſt was 


about to be revealed, the Roman empire 


became univerſal, and the country of ; 
Judæa a Roman province; whence it came 
to paſs, that our Saviour ſuffered death 
aſter the Roman manner, according to 


((ie!) 


the ſcriptures; his preachers were dif- 
perſed about the world; the Jews were 
expelled for their laſt apoſtacy; and 
Chriſtianity became the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion of the empire, againſt all the power | 
and intereſt of Paganiſm. When theſe 
things were - accompliſhed, this great 
kingdom became a prey to northern bar- 
barians, and was broken into ſmaller in- 
dependent ſtates; fo that nothing now 
remains of a Roman king, but the name, 
inacertain diviſion of the weſtern empire. 
The rejection of the goſpel by the 
FRO and the judgment of God upon 
their ingratitude, are thus repreſented in 
one of the parables of the New Teſta- 
ment—they rook his ſervants and intreat- 
ed them ſpitefully, and flew them: but 
len the king heard thereof, he was wwroth, 
and he ſent forth his armies and deftroy- 
ed thoſe murderers, and burnt up their 
city *. From which caſe theſe two re- 
fictions ariſe ; firſt, that hen armies 


* Matt. xxii, 6, 7. K 
take 


En } 
take the field, and think they are aveng- 


ing their own private quarrels, they are 


inflicting the juſtice of God, upon whoſe 
errand they are /ent forth, and fulfilling 
the ſecret determinations of his provi- 


dence. Secondly, that the ſame Al- 


mighty King, who ſent forth the Roman 
armies againſt the Jews, is (till the Go- 
vernor of all the kingdoms of the world, 
and hath the miniſters of his wrath in 
readineſs for any other people, who fin 


after the ſimilitude of their tranſgreſſion. 
When the wickedneſs of any nation hath 
made it ripe for vengeance, their fin is 


attended with a certain blindneſs and in- 


fatuation, which makes them aſſiſt in the 


work of their own deſtruction. 


If the hiſtory of this kingdom were to 


be written with the impartiality of inſpi i 


ration, and all effects were to be deduced 


without error from their proper cauſes, 


we ſhould then ſee, how the ſame God, 


whoſe wonderful works are celebrated in 


the ſeripture, hath interpoſed on diffe- 


7 rent 
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rent. occaſions to puniſh us for our 1915 
and deliver us from our oppreſſion: ſome- 
times raiſing us up to power, and wealth, 
and peace; at other times giving us up 
to be devoured by one another, when 
temptations from oppoſite intereſts, the 
ſelfiſhneſs of faction, miſcarriages i in the 
ſtate, and perverſe interpretations in the 
people, have conſpired to ſet us at va- 
riance. And when we ſhall ceaſe to 

reap any experience from paſt evils, any 
of theſe cauſes may again prevail, to un- 
dermine our greatneſs, and make us a 
ſpectacle of miſery and ruin. 1 
So manifeſt then is the power of God 
in the creation, ſo legible the interpo- 
ſition of his providence in the fate of 
kingdoms and nations, that the fear of 
God may well be taken for that firſt and 
greateſt qualification which diſtinguiſhes | 
a reaſonable man from an inſenſible brute; 
and if we inſiſt upon that laſt and greateſt 
cConſideration, that God is the judge, be- 
fore whoſe tribunal we are all to give 
an 


( 3 7 
an account of our own works; all other 
fear will reſolve itſelf into the fear of him, 
and that precept of our bleſſed Lord will 
be admitted in its full force I will fore- 
warn you whom you ſhall fear: fear him, which 
after he hath killed hath power to caſt into 
hell; yea, I fay unto you, fear him *. But let 
us remember withal, that our fear of God 
is not intended to vex us with melancholy 
ſuſpicions, and torment. us with horrors 
like thoſe of a dungeon: if our faith has it 
proper effect, it will only teach us the ne- 
ceſſity of a reaſonable fear, and the wiſ- 
dom of a voluntary ſubjection: a fear 
which is attended with ſafety, and a ſub- 
jection which leads to liberty, 
Before I conclude I would ſpeak to 
thoſe (if there be any ſuch here preſent) 
who have not the fear of God, Let me 
warn them of one thing, which perhaps 
they have never conſidered; namely, that 
every man born into world will be poſ- 
ſeſſed by ſome fear or other. He that 


* Loke X11, 5. q 
oes 
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does not fear God, ſhall not eſcape from 
the influences and effects of fear, as he 
flatters himſelf; for he ſhall certainly fear 
ſomething elſe : and to avoid a fear that 
would ſave his ſoul, he ſhall fall into ſome 
other fear that will do him. no good. 

In the firſt place then, he that does 
mot fear God, ſhall fear death. The fear 
of God brings the love of God, and that 
is inſeparable from the hope of immor- 
tality : but if God is out of the queſtion, 
then the fear of death prevails, and being 
| Inevitable, the mind that is apprehenſive 
of it falls under a bondage, for which gue 
whole world affords no remedy. 
Secondly, he that fears not God, ſhall | 
fear the world. He ſhall enquire after 
the opinion of the world with all that 
anxiety, with which the Chriſtian en- 
quires after the will of God; and ſhall 

follow the ways of the world with as ab- 
ject a fear as the galley flave works at 
the oar. How: miſerable are thouſands 


of vain Norte, if they are either out of 
| the 


„ 

the faſhion or below it. How do they 
dread not to be ſeen where the world i is, 
and not to go where the world goes. 
How tamely do they renounce their own 
judgment in things of the utmoſt mo- 
ment, that they may join in the publick 
opinion, and put their minds as well as 
their bodies into the faſhion. Tf the 
world laughs at them, they are in the 
agonies of death; and will venture their 
lives upon any trifling occaſion, in pur- 
ſuit of that phantom, which the world 
calls honour! Will you tell me that ſuch 
people are without fear? they are the 
ſlaves of fear, and are haunted by it as 
by an evil ſpirit. 

But farther, he that does not fear God, 
ſhall fear poverty. The fear of God ſets 
a man above this world, by giving him 
ſome property in the next: but if this 
world' is all, then the moſt dreadful of 
all evils | is to be without the poſſeſſion of i . 
How many are there, who bein 9 unable to 


endure that poverty and labour to which 
DOR I they 
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they were born, fly-from their wants at 
the hazard of their lives; and while they 
ſeem to their deſperate companions to be 
full of mirth and madneſs, are terrified 
with the expeRation of the miniſters of 
| Juſtice, knowing that all their ſtolen en- 
Jjoyments muſt end i in the halter and the 
3 aber 5 
Fear therefore i is made 1 man, it is 
the univerſal portion of mortality, and in 


ſome ſhape or other it ſhall come upon 


every man living. We have it then to 
conſider, that he who fears unworthy 
objects, will find his fears increaſe till 
his miſery is completed. He that fears 
God, ſhall find his fears leſſen every day, 
becauſe that fear will at length bei improv- 
N ed into a principle of love, which cafteth 
out fear x. The fear of all leſſer things 
will be loſt in the fear of God, and that 
fear itſelf will be loſt in the love of him. 
All fear hath ſomething of torment in it; 
but the ſervice of love is a ſervice of choice 


N john 15156 oÞ Yo 
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and freedom, and when we have once at- 
tained it, we are partakers of the happineſs 
of heaven and the liberty of the ſons of 
God: to which bleſſed ſtate may he vouch- 
ſafe to lead us by his grace, through the 
' merits of Chriſt our Saviour. 
To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, three perſons and one eternal God, 
be aſcribed, as 1s ever due, all honour, glory, 
power, might, majeſty, and dominion, both 
now and for evermore, Amen. 
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Honour the King. 


receive honour from men; 

To prevent all miſtakes, give me leave 
to obſerve in the firſt place, that it can 
never hurt kings and rulers to tell them 


ſo. Are the clergy the worſe men, 
when they conſider themſelves as the 


D 2 ſer- 


HE precept in the text, which at 
this time deſerves the ſerious con- 
fideration of all Chriſtian people in this 
kingdom, is founded on that common 
doctrine of the ſcripture, that kings and 
rulers have their authority from God, 
and that upon this account ey are to 
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is 
8 of God? May they do as they 


pleaſe, becauſe they are the miniſters 


and ſtewards of a maſter, who is 10 re- 


2 Specter of perſons *, and from whom, if they 


fail, they will receive the greater condem- 


nation? That would be a ſtrange inference: 


and the fame obſervation is applicable to 


civilgovernors. All power being originally 


inherent in God as his own property, 
power is a talent committed by him to 


man: and as the abuſe of this is more 


extenſive in its ill effects than the abuſe 


of any private endowment, it muſt be 
fri&tly accounted for: therefore this doc- 
trine can do no harm: . there i is NO flat- 


tery in it; it is a fearful conſideration. 
With reſpect to ourſelves, the conſe- 
quence, is plain; that if kings rule by 
an authority from God, it muſt be our 
duty to give them honour: in treating 
of which, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 


that it is alſo our Wy, 72 and our intereſt. 


* At x. 3. Jam. ill. 17. 
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Our duty i is evident from the ſcripture; 
which declares, that government is the or- 


dinance of God *; that the ruler is the mint- 


ter of God; that the ſword in his hand is a 
ſword of divine juſtice, and that the wrath 


executed by it is the wrath of God againſt 


thoſe who tranſgreſs his laws. Govern- 
ment muſt therefore be ſupported, that 


the laws of God may be executed: and 


this is one reaſon why rebellion againſt 
government is an offence againſt God 


himſelf, becauſe its tendency is to ſet us 
looſe from the obſervation of his laws. 
That charge of Jeliaſaphat to the judges 


of Iſrael is upon all others in the like 
authority; take heed what ye do, for ye 


judge not for man, but for the Lord, who 
is with you in judgment F. And the 


fame charge will apply itſelf to the 


people; *© take heed what ye do; for 
your obedience is not to man, but to 


the Lord.” ns 


* ſow: Xill, 22 f Ibid. v. 4. 
I 2 Chron, xix. 6. 
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The primitive Chriſtians placed civil 
obedience among the firſt articles of ſo- 
cial duty; and we cannot refuſe to 
Chriſtian princes that honour which they 


allowed to Heathen emperors, $ exhort, 


ſaid the apoſtle, that firſt of all, ſuppli- 


cations, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 


thanks be made for all men ; for kings and 
for alli hat are in authority, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and 


 honefly*, When the enemies of the Chriſ- 


tians had no other evil thing to ſay, they 


5 endeavoured to make them odious to the 
ſtate, as people of ſuſpicious characters in 


their politics, the friends of another king, 


whole intereſts were not conſiſtent with 


thoſe of the empire. But this ſcandal 


was confuted by that amiable ſubmiſſion 


and quietneſs, which they never failed to 
obſerve towards all that were in authority 


over them. 


Our duty then i is Mat from ſuch pre- 


cepts 25 cannot be evaded, and ſuch ex- 


2 1 Tim. ii. ty Ze 1 
amples 
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amples as are taken from the pureſt times 
of the goſpel, when obedience to hea- 
then perſecutors was a trial far more ſe- 
vere to fleſh and blood, than the practice 
of common loyalty to the friends and 
pProtectors of Chriſtianity. . 
The wiſdom of adhering to this duty is 
the next thing to be conſidered. And 
ſurely it muſt be the wiſdom of men en- 
lightened by the word of God, and bleſſ- 
ed with great improvements of ſcience 
to proceed on true principles; to walk in 
that light which they have, and not to 
emulate the darkneſs of heathens, or 
the confuſion and rapine of barbarians. 
The ſcripture teaches us, that Mere is 
no power but of God, that as he is the 
Maker of the world, all the property 
of the world is originally veſted in him; 
that kings hold of him; and the people, 
of their kings: and the laws recognize 
this doctrine, by making all property re- 
vert to the crown upon any act of trea- 
ſon or rebellion. Some embrace another 


* Rom, xiii. 1. : 
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opinion, that there is no power but of the 
people; which poſition being contrary to 
that of the ſcripture, they cannot both 
be true. The queſtion about power 
may eafily be ſolved, it we do but dif- 
tivguiſh rightly between phyſical power, 
and power of authority. It can never be 
denied, that an armed multitude is {vpc- 
rior in phyſical power to any defencelels 
man, with all his honours and titles 
about him, as ſmoke and aſhes, ſhot 
upwards from the bowels of the earth, 
can put out the light of the ſun: but in 
this there is no power of authority; and 
it may be turned againſt all the law and 
all the reaſon in the world. A gang of 
robbers have power over the helpleſs 
traveller in the foreſt ; and he is obliged 
to fubmit to it at the peril of his life: 
but ſtill there is no authority; nothing 
but actual force: and it matters not how 
large we ſuppoſe the gang to be; for its 
properties are no more changed by its 
megoitude, than the properties of a Cir- 


cle, 
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cle, which are the ſame under all di- 


menſions. Their power is abſolute 
force; and the authority by which they 
exerciſe it is from themſelves, againſt 
all the ſettlements of law, and all the 


rights of poſſeſſion. Allow but the 
force of thoſe two commandments, Thou 
Jhalt do no murder, Thou ſhalt not ſleal, 


and then all this fort of , va- 
niſhes. 


Such is the power 155 the people; | 


againſt which, therefore, every govern- 
ment 1 is armed and defended; and with- 


out ſuch a defence, there could be ">" 


ther property nor ſecurity in the world; 
nothing but violence and rapine; which 


are ſure to prevail, as ſoon as the people, 


under ſome wolvith leaders of ſedition, 


attempt to take power into their own 
hands. All liberty then takes its flight; 
the liberty of acting, of ſpeaking, and 
perhaps of breathing, unleſs the breath 
be applied to blow the flames of ſe- 


dition. 
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My brethren, let me ſpeak freely to 


| you upon this ſubject: power is a wea- 


pon of ſo ſharp an edge, that miſtakes 
about the nature and exerciſe of it are 
perilous indeed, and the bad conſe- 


_ quences inexpreſſible: therefore, as we 
value our own ſecurity, let us always diſ- 
tingutſh between power and authority. 
The ſtorm hath power to blow; the 


waves of the ſea have power to rage; 
the lightning hath power to ſtrike; 
the fire hath power to conſume; but all 


this power tends only to deſtruction: 
the power which God giveth is for 


ed: cation, and not for de ſtruction ＋. 
It is to preſerve and not to  deftroy. 
He hath appointed the ſun to rule Over 


the day, the moon and the ſtars to go- 
Vern the night: 1 all the nations of the . 


earth enjoy light and peace and happi- 
neſs under their dominion, and their au- 
thority is confirmed by a law which can- 


not be broken. But if we ſhould be- 


Come ſo inſenſible of this blefling, . as to 


15 2 Cor. x. 8. 
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argue for a lawleſs power in the ele- 
ments, and they were to be let looſe 
upon us in conſequence of our miſtake, 
we ſhould then diſcover, that it is the 
wiſdom as well as the happineſs of man, 
to ſubmit to the ordinance of God, They 
are his laws which are executed in a 
ſtate, and they can be executed by no 

authority but his own : if by an autho- 
| rity from the b that would exalt 
the people into the place of God. Every 
ſtate muſt have power of life and death: 
but no individual hath any ſuch power 
over himſelf, and, conſequently, cannot 
give what he hath not: ſuch a power 
can be communicated only by that God, 
in whoſe hand are the lives of all man- 
kind; to whom alone belongs that 
ſword of juſtice, which is born by the 
magiſtrate; who being the Giver, is 
alſo the Lord of life; and to ſuppoſe it 
otherwiſe, is to derive power by aſcent | 
Inſtead of deſcent ; which is contrary to 
che order of nature in all other caſes 


E * what- 
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whatſoever. Chriſtians, who, according 
to the docttine of their religion, derive 
all power from above, from whence every 


geod and perfect gift cometh, go as high 


as they can, up to God himſelf: they 


who derive it from beneath, muſt go as 


low as they can, even down to the father 
of all that tumultuous rage and diſorder, 


which diſtinguiſhes the power of the 


people, When this power is ſuppoſed 


to include authority, it is ſo contrary to 
fact, to reaſon, and to revelation, that 


it is ſeldom taken up, but by thoſe Who 
wiſh to raiſe a ſtorm againſt the ſtate, 
and encourage the waves to beat, be- 
cauſe they have hopes of plunder from 
the wreck. Such. a power was indeed 
admitted and highly eſteemed by thoſe 
fanciful Greeks and Romans of later 


times, who, having departed from their 


ancient principles, were torn to pieces 
with factions, and amuſed themſelves 
with a vain ſearch after that philoſophers . 


tone in politics, a conſtitution where 
| 4 0 
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all might govern, and none be governed; 
till their ballancings and fluctuations 
produced an arbitrary government, and 
brought them all under the yoke of mi- 
litary power; the natural conſequence 
of ſuch experiments. When a nation is 
grown reſtleſs with dreams and deſpo- 
tiſm, jealous of all authority, and agi- 
tated with contentions for power, on the 
ground of natural right againſt paſitive 
law ; then we may know, that the deſo- 
lation thereof is nigh ; that it muſt either 
fall under the lawleſs power of ſome in- 
teſtine faction; or be reduced to the 
mortification of looking on, while its 
lands are divided and parcelled out by 
a foreign force: which hath happened 
lately in a country of Europe, where li- 
berty was profeſſed, whilſt the worſt ſort 
of tyranny was practiſed. 
But it is alſo our intereſt, as well as our 
duty and wiſdom, to honour the king, 
and ſupport that power by which we are 
protected. Government was not ordain- 
e ed 
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ed to enſlave the world, but to preſerve 
the peace of ſociety, to defend the inno- 
cent from the violent and injurious, to 
diſtinguiſh and ſecure property, and to 
prevent the people from falling a prey to 
one another, as they never fail to do in 
times of rebellion, when the reſtraints of 
government are withdrawn, and the laws 
are of no force. So far as government 
hinders the will of one man from being 
a law to another, by maintaining a com- 
mon rule of action for all, it is the 
greateſt bleſſing upon earth. There are 
in every nation turbulent ſpirits, Who 
would permit no law to prevail but their 
_ own will; and, if there were nothing to 
hinder them, would ſet the world on fire 

to make themſelves conſiderable. Tri- 
bute 1 18 therefore due from every people, 

in return for the protection they receive: 
and if the government of the moſt abſo- 

lute tyrant is better than the force of a 

lawleſs multitude; that is, if one bad 

man without law 1s a leſs evil than an 


hundred 
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hundred thouſand, the purchaſe (dear as 
it may be) is certainly worth the price 
to thoſe who are bleſſed with a regular 
eſtabliſhment. 
Our common intereſt will bilge us to 
conſider, that the ſtrength of every go- 
vernment againſt its foreign enemies de- 
pends on the affection of its own natural 
ſubjects; ſo that they are its worſt ene- 
mies, who endeavour to leſſen that affec- _ 
tion: for when a nation is out of humour 
with its governors, and careleſs of its 
eſtabliſhment, it is of courſe weak and 
defenceleſs. Great things may be done, 
when the people are united with one 
heart and mind under the perſon of their 
prince. How ſmall and contemptible an 
inſe& is the bee? yet when the whole 
ſwarm is aſſembled, and kept together 
by an attachment to their leader, they 
are invincible ; neither man nor beaſt 
can ſtand againſt them. Every loyal na- 
tion hath the ſame advantage: but then 
we are to remember, that the union, in 


which 
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which their ſtrength conſiſts, is the 


gift of God; who maketh men to be 
of one mind for their common . Preſer- 
vation. 

Under this head of intereſt, our 1 


nour is concerned: for the honour of 


the people is involved in that of their 


king. We wat judge of ſtates as we do 
of familics. Does it not add to the re- 


putation of any family, when there is a 


good underſtanding among t the members 
of it; eſpecially if the father of it is well 
eſteemed, and treated with veneration 
: by thoſe who are under him, his chil- 
dren and his ſervants? but it is a ſure 


ſign, that the family is either very wick- 


ed, or very vulgar, when a proper defer- 


ence is wanting from the children to the 


parents : : the diſgrace | of their ill beha- 
viour returns with double weight upon 
themſelves; according to that admoni- 
tion of the ſon of Sirach, Glory not in the 
diſhonour of thy father z for thy father's 
al Monour 7s no glory unto thee: for the 

glory 


. 


glory of a man is from the honour of his fa- 
ther *, Whatever accuſation there may 


be ground for, it is weak and cruel in a 


ſon to take it up: he ſhould leave that to 
the worſt enemies of the family, whoſe 


malice is waiting for the ruin of them 
all. But if the father is virtuous and ho- 


nourable, then the ſon is a wretch, who 


can delight himſelf with the diſhonour 


of ſuch a parent. All this is applicable 


to thoſe ſubjects, whereſoever they are 
to be found, who ſearch for accuſations, 


| who feed upon grievances, who ſhout 
Vith joy for any diſadvantage to their na- 
tive country, and publiſh its diſtreſs to all 


the world, making ten times more of it 
than is true, If duty could not reſtrain 
ſuch, policy and common ſenſe ſhould 
be ſufficient to guard them from fo un- 


natural and ridiculous a crime. 


To conclude: we live in a country, 


where the fear 7 0 God and the honour of 
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the king, are inculcated by the laws of 
the ſtate, and all the forms and doc- 
trines of the church. Let us be thank- 
ful to God that they are ſtill preſerved 
to us; and that our profeſſion is ſuch, 
as duty, wiſdom, intereſt, and honour, 
will never fail to recommend. There 
1s nothing to ſeduce us from the prac- 
| tice « of this profeſſion, but falſe ideas of 
| liberty, with which unthinking minds 
are eaſily captivated : and complaints of 
Davery and grievances, | with which weak 
and unbridled tempers are eaſily terrified. 
Againſt the ill effects of theſe, give me 
leave to obſerve, not as a politician (for 
I do not aſpire to the character) but as 
a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; that there is 
no true liberty but in the ſervice of God; 
and that the greateſt of all grievances 
is /in, as fatal to ſocieties as to indivi- 
duals. The only free men, properly 8 
called, are they whom the Son of G 
hath made free from the bondage of fin: 
the ſlavery i is all on n the other ſide; with 


thoſe 


. —— 
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thoſe who are ſubject to their own tur- 
bulent luſts and paſſions, by which they 
are as effectually enſlaved as the wretch 
who is chained down to drudge at the 
oar all the days of his life: his ſervants. 
he are to whom ye obey, whether of fin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs *. 
Pride, vanity, avarice, envy, hatred, ambi- 
tion, extravagance, and impatience; theſe 
are the tyrants of the children of difobe- 
dience , who, while they are under the 
5 dominion of ſuch maſters, are generally the 
moſt forward to hold out the temptation 
of liberty, and promiſe it to all their fol- 
lowers; but the beggar may as well pro- 
miſe crowns and ſcepters. Of ſuch men St. 
Peter gives us this character, that they ſpeak 
evil of dignities; and while they promiſe liberty 
are themſelves the ſervants of corruption Þ * 
tied and bound with the chain of their 
vices, and probably of their debts, they 
commence arbiters of freedom; and would 
* Rom, vi. 16. + Eph. v 6. 
12 Pet. D 1 
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have us believe, what great quietneſs we 
ſhould enjoy, and what very worthy deeds 
would be done by their providence. 
It is a miſtake of the worſt tempers 
4 to ſuppoſe that liberty conſiſts in 
contradiction: for if that were true, then 
the more, unreaſonable the contradiction, 
the greater the liberty. Every ſociety 
js a body, the members of which being 
appointed to different offices, ſhould all 
conſpire to the ſame end for the good 
of. the whole. Hath the tongue no li- 

berty, but in uttering imprecations, and 
calling down vengeance upon its owner? 

Have the hands no liberty, but when 
they are lifted up againſt the head, or 
ſtriking at the heart? It is the honour 
of the feet, that they can ſupport the 
head, by which they are animated and 
directed: it is the honour of the hands, 


that they can defend the vital parts, and 
repel the adverſaries of the, body: this 
is their proper employments ; and when 
the order of nature is obſerved, the whole 
16 . ſyſtem 


C 
ſyſtem will be in ſafety; which is all 
the liberty good men will ever expect in a 

world ſo full of miſchief and danger. 

As to grievances, it muſt be owned 
we have our ſhare; and no government 
in the world is without them; but it is 

the unhappineſs of this nation, to be 
more diſturbed with imaginary than with 
real evils, The fick man may ſuffer 
much from his diſtemper ; but he oftea 
| ſuffers much more from his dreams, and 
throws himſelf into certain deſtruction, 
while he is flying from the terrors of * 
viſion. It is no ſuch eaſy matter for 
us people in a lower ſphere, eſpecially 
in this age of fcandal and defamation, to 
know when and how our ſuperiors are in 
fault. The inhabitant of the valley blames 
the dimneſs of the air, and ſees a miſt 
ſpread over the hills and higher grounds; 
Which, to thoſe in a better ſituation, ap- 
pears to ariſe out of his own ſoil, and 
to ſetile upon the place of his own ha- 
bitation. But then, have governors no 
. faults, 
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Faults,” and are we to ſee nothing amiſs 


in them? Undoubtedly they have their 
faults, if they are mortal men, together 
with many difficulties, misfortunes, and 


mortifications from their office; under all 


which, it is our duty te pray for them, 


not to revile them: to pray that God 
will give them grace to amend their 
faults, and aſſiſt them by his good pro- 


vidence, in the critical affairs of their 


country; approving ourſelves as true 


Chriſtians, ſervants of God, and friends , 


'of mankind. 


Let not then any Heathen priceiphe; 
any viſionary notions of liberty, interpoſe, 


to debauch our minds with diſaffection, 
and thereby give occaſion to foreign ene- 


mies, whoſe envy will always be active, 
and is even now awake, to foment our 


diviſions, and to triumph in all the un- 
happy effects of them. Not many years 
are paſſed ſince we might juſtly be ac- 
counted the firſt people in the world. 
Nothing e can ſupport us in that high 


. | | rank, 


4 39 } 1 5 
rank, but loyalty BT unanimity; without 


which a kingdom that hath attained its 


utmoſt greatneſs, muſt ſoon fall with its 


own weight. 


May therefore the King immortal and 


inviſible, in whoſe hand are all the na- 
tions of the earth ; who, according to his 
good pleaſure, ſendeth counſel in peace 
and ſuccels in war, give us all grace, in 

our ſeveral ſtations, to correct what is 


amiſs, to hold faſt what is good, to re- 


ſtore wWhat iS loſt, to preſerve what is 
ready to periſh, and to ſee the things that 


belong to our peace before they are hid a 
our er. Amen. 
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